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FOREWORD 


Once again it is my pleasant duty, on 
behalf of the Government, the Department and 
myself, to pay tribute to the Master Farm 
Families for 1956. 





At a time when agriculture generally is 
experiencing a measure of difficulty, these 
families stand out as leaders in their respective 
communities. Combining the application of 
research results in the production field with a 
sound knowledge of farm business is enabling 
them to survive economic situations which are 
proving embarrassing to many of their neigh- 
bors. Truly they are living examples of the 
satisfactions and success which follow “Good 


Farming, Right Living, Clear Thinking.” 


Master Farm Families, we salute you. 


HONOURABLE L. C. HALMRAST 


Minister of Agriculture 
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THE ROZMAHEL FAMILY 


VIKING 
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THE ROSE FAMILY 





ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE 


THE McGILLIVRAY FAMILY 


COALDALE 
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1956 





(f MR. AND MRS. A. D. FRASER 
. D. FRASER, of Teepee Creek, near Grande Prairie, is TEEPEE CREEK 

one of those stalwarts who entered the Peace River country mh see, 
shortly after the First World War to carve a farm empire out 
of the wilderness. In the course of 36 years, his vision of a 
thriving and prosperous farm of his own has come true and 
more. As one friend in the district puts it, the Fraser family 
is “appreciated in their community not only for what they 
have done for themselves but also for that they have done for 
others.” 


An early desire cherished by both Mr. and Mrs. Fraser 
(ex-Alberta school teacher) was to have a farm, a home and 
children who would share the fruits of their labor. Their chil- 
dren, Annette now 27, Leslie, 30, and Irene, 15, have lived up 
to their parents’ expectations. 





The father-son partnership now operates a farm of 360 
cultivated acres. Production leans to grain but a good portion 
also is in grassland farming and follows a six-year cropping 
rotation. A herd of about 35 head of pure-bred and grade 
Shorthorns is kept and some 50 hogs are marketed each year. 
In farm operations, son Leslie ably employs the knowledge 
gained through a two-year farm mechanics course. 


All members of the family express a keen interest in home, 
community and church affairs not the least of which is the 4-H 
Club movement. A combined roster of their club ties and 
leadership positions readily denotes an outstanding record of 
service. Neighbors, friends and strangers are received hos- 
pitably in the comfortable, modern Fraser home. When called 
upon for assistance, family members render it without question. 


Hard work and good farming practices have provided 
the care for this Master Farm Family's successful venture 


in agriculture. 





THE FARMERS ARE THE FOUNDERS OF CIVILIZATION AND PROSPERITY. 


Gee dust and depression ushered in the ‘thirties, Alfred Rose 
was struggling to make a living for his wife and two small 
children on his father’s homestead in the Hanna district. Deter- 
mined to stick with farming but unwilling to have his family 
face the bleak future of the plains, he decided to move. His 
life savings were just enough to buy some ranch land in the 
Rocky Mountain House area. The move proved to be a good 
one. The family has risen to community leadership and Mr. 
Rose holds the distinction of having one of the most productive 
sheep flocks in the province. 


The upward struggle in a semi-isolated community de- 
manded courage and ability. Soon after his arrival in 1932, 
Mr. Rose realized that his land was not suitable for grain 
growing. He bought a few sheep and began studying 
production methods. Carefully noting individual records, he 
proceeded to weed out the undesirable specimens and breed 
the better ones, and now raises a high-grade flock of 180 
sheep. Members of this Master Farm Family also tend a 
mixed herd of about 60 Hereford, Shorthorn and Holstein 
cattle. 


Practising a five-year rotation, the farm’s 180 cultivated 
acres provide all the feed needed by the sheep and cattle. The 
well-planned farmyard has separate barns and corrals for the 
two enterprises. 


Education has been of prime importance to this well-read 
and well-informed family. The children, Jim, Robert and 
Norman, took an active part in 4-H club work. Norman is still 
a member, while studying for his Grade 12 diploma. Jim and 
Robert have gone into specialized trades away from the farm. 


A Baptist, Mr. Rose is presently engaged in efforts to estab- 
lish a Protestant church at Ricinus. In the field of public 
service, Mr. and Mrs. Rose have given untiringly of their efforts 
to build a better community. Red Cross, hospital committees, 
community club, agricultural committees and the local school 
board have felt the benefit of their help. 


Visitors envy the Roses for their ‘million-dollar view” 
from the kitchen windows and back porch of their modest 
country home. Before them is spread the massive grandeur 
of the Rockies. This view has brought many days to a serene 
and happy ending. The Roses have been good to their land 
and the land to them. 


HE MUST BE PROUD WHO TILLS THE SOIL 
AND TURNS THE HEAVY SOD. 

HOW WONDERFUL A THING TO BE— 
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH GOD. 





MR. AND MRS. ALFRED ROSE 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE 
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(ty undaunted faith in the soil and a knowledge of how 
best to use it have been the anchor of Viking district farmer, 
John Rozmahel. A native of Nebraska, he came as a boy to 
Viking in 1909 with his parents who took up homestead there. 

Convinced of a great future in agriculture, he realized 
that his success depended on specialized knowledge. To obtain VIKING 
this, he attended the Vermilion School of Agriculture for two | | | | | | | | | | | | 
years. Six years later, he had saved enough money to put 
him through one year of agriculture at the University. 

In 1924, Mr. Rozmahel returned to Nebraska to visit rela- 
tives and stayed long enough to choose a bride. Returning 
to the Viking district, the Rozmahels bought a half-section of 
school land, site of their present farmstead. It was not long 
after that drought and depression heralded for them, as many 
others, the test in farming survival. Through “mortgage and 
dust” the family held on, anchored by Mr. Rozmahel's faith 
and scientifically based practices. As conditions began to 
improve, they were in position to expand their holdings, which 
now comprise six-and-one-half 1/4 sections of land. A unique 
14-year crop rotation program worked out with the aid of the 
district agriculturist during early years is still in effect. 


MR. AND MRS. JOHN ROZMAHEL 


Mr. Rozmahel presently has 555 acres under cultivation, 
135 of which are sown to grass for hay. This roughage, com- 
plemented by liberal rations of coarse grains grown on the 
farm, supports a herd of 110 high-grade Herefords. Registered 
wheat, oats and barley seed is purchased periodically and 
surplus is sold for commercial seed. 

The family has realized the advantages of education and 
all five chidren are high-school graduates. Laurie, the 
youngest of three sons, is the only child remaining at home. 
He plans to follow in his father’s footsteps and will enrol at the 
School of Agriculture this year. 

Community organizations have benefited from the leader- 
ship and support of Mr. and Mrs. Rozmahel. Among their long- 
standing affiliations are the municipal district administration, 
co-operation, Wheat Pool, school district, Farmers’ Union, hos- Z 
pital auxiliary and Roman Catholic Church organizations. day eal 
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AGRICULTURE IS AN ART THAT RENDERS THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND IT RICH, 
BUT LEAVES THOSE WHO DO NOT UNDERSTAND IT, HOWEVER MUCH THEY 
MAY LABOUR IN IT, TO LIVE IN POVERTY. 





re es 
ale Wilfred McGillivray family of Coaldale operate a 
unique family co-operative in the Southaven Stock Farm. Mr. 
McGillivray and his three sons have built up a farm having 
not only a heavy, diverse production schedule, it can be 
regarded also as a show place of modern agricultural 
practises. 


Mr. McGillivray, born in Nova Scotia, first saw the west 
on a harvest excursion in 1917. Three years later he returned 
to take up permanent residence in Alberta. Prior to buying 
his present farmstead in 1923, he rented land for three years. 





Combining a mixture of dry-land farming, irrigation and MR. AND MRS. WILFRED McGILLIVARY 
stock growing, the farm has been developed to excell in all COALDALE 
projects, a life-long dream held by the family head. The LEST SS ee ae 
Southaven herd of nearly 100 top-grade, pure-bred Aberdeen- i 
Angus, is known throughout the country. Cereal grains, le- 
gumes and grasses are grown extensively on the farm's 390 
cultivated acres. Great emphasis is placed too, on irrigated 
crops which include potatoes, sugar beets, peas and forage. 
Potatoes lead the farm's list of cash crops. 



























The McGillivrays work as a team, with special talents in 
different phases determining work apportionment. Bill, Jr., 26 
married and with two children, has his own residence on the 
farm. Donald, 24, and Marven, 21, are living at home. 


In the field of outside activities, the family is making a 
notable contribution. Mr. McGillivray has held executive posi- 
tions on cattle breeders’ associations at the regional, provin- 
cial and national level, has been president of the Potato Seed 
Growers’ Association for southern Alberta and Coaldale 
Rotary Club, in addition to serving on the directorate of the 
Lethbridge Fair and Calgary Exhibition. Mrs. McGillivray has 
served as president of the Coaldale Women’s Institute and as 
southern director of the Ladies’ Auxiliary to the Aberdeen- 
Angus Association. Bill, Jr., takes time from his duties to attend 
meetings of the Kinsmen Club and Independent Order of 
Foresters. 


WITHOUT FORAGE NO CATTLE; WITHOUT CATTLE NO MANURE; 
WITHOUT MANURE NO CROPS. 





THE FRASER FARM 








THE ROSE FARM 









THE ROZMAHEL FARM 


THE McGILLIVRAY FARM 


OH, HOW HAPPY BEYOND MEASURE WOULD BE THE HUSBANDMEN 
IF THEY KNEW THEIR OWN GOOD FORTUNE. 
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THE MASTER FARM FAMILY _ 
PROGRAM WAS INITIATED IN ~ 
ALBERTA ON FEBRUARY 17, 1949 


IT 18 A/POLIGHOF THE | 
ALBERTA GOVERNMENT WHICH 
SEEKS TO SELECT AND HONOR 
FARM FAMILIES WHO HAVE MADE 
AN OUTSTANDING SUCCESS OF 
FARMING, HOME - MAKING AND | 
CITIZENSHIP. | ey ae 





